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Overview: The physiologic effects of noninvasive ventilation (NIV) on work of breathing 
(WOB) and breathing pattern, respiratory-system mechanics, and hemodynamic function 
were examined via a literature review of clinical studies done between 1990 and 2008.  
 
Conclusions: In general, patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease have a higher 
tendency toward decreased cardiac output at high levels of inspiratory pressure-assist, 
compared to those with acute lung injury. 

 


