ﬂ - . .
O-Two THE first choice in
b uencc romovones we emergency respiratory care

CLINICAL "SNIPPETS"

Characteristics of out-of-hospital paediatric emergencies attended by ambulance- and helicopter-

based emergency physicians.
Eich C, Russo SG, Heuer JF, Timmermann A, Gentkow U, Quintel M, Roessler M.
Department of Anaesthesiology, Emergency and Intensive Care Medicine, University Medical Centre Géttingen, 37075 Gottingen,
Germany.

Resuscitation. 2009 Jun 9. [Epub ahead of print]

Overview: In Germany, as in many other countries, for the vast majority of cases, critical out-of-hospital
(OOH) paediatric emergencies are attended by non-specialised emergency physicians (EPs). As it is
assumed that this may lead to deficient service we aimed to gather robust data on the characteristics of
OOH paediatric emergencies.

Conclusions: Our data suggest that EPs need to be particularly confident with the care of children
suffering respiratory disorders, convulsions, and trauma. The incidence of severe paediatric OOH
emergencies requiring advanced interventions is higher in HEMS-attended cases. However, well-
developed skills in airway management, CPR, and intraosseous canulation in children are essential for all
EPs.



