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Overview: Although socioeconomic status (SES) has been linked to multiple health outcomes, there 
have been few studies of the effect of SES on the provision of bystander cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) during cardiac arrest events and no studies that we know of on the effect of SES on the provision 
of dispatcher-assisted bystander CPR. This study sought to define the relationship between SES and the 
provision of bystander CPR in an emergency medical system that includes dispatcher-provided CPR 
instructions. 
 
Conclusions: This study suggests that higher bystander SES is associated with increased rates of 
bystander CPR with and without dispatcher instructions. CPR training programs that target lower-SES 
communities and assessment of these training methods may be warranted. 
 


