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CLINICAL "SNIPPETS"

Ventilation during resuscitation efforts for out-of-hospital cardiac arrest
Bobrow BJ, Ewy GA.
The Arizona Department of Health Services, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services and Trauma System,
Department of Emergency Medicine, Mayo Clinic Hospital, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, Scottsdale, AZ, USA.

Curr Opin Crit Care. 2009 Jun;15(3):228-33

Overview: To review and discuss recent findings surrounding the role of ventilation during cardiopulmonary
resuscitation for individuals with out-of-hospital primary cardiac arrest.

Conclusions: Assisted ventilation during the initial provision of cardiopulmonary resuscitation is less important than
previously believed. It is hypothesized that, by training prehospital medical providers to utilize passive oxygen
insufflation for individuals with primary cardiac arrest, critical organ perfusion will increase and, therefore, survival
after out-of-hospital cardiac arrest will improve.



